
 

 

“We are creating an important addition to the port industry”/ Hamburg Port Authority and 

German LNG Terminal exchange information about the potential uses of LNG 

 

Brunsbüttel / Hamburg, 10 June 2020 

“We can be an important addition for ship owners and the port industry in the switch to 

alternative fuels,” said Rolf Brouwer, Managing Director of German LNG Terminal GmbH, 

summarising his exchange of information with Jens Meier, CEO of Hamburg Port Authority 

(HPA). “The terminal being planned at Brunsbüttel will be a practical support for introducing 

LNG as a more sustainable alternative fuel, especially for shipping traffic.” Brouwer and 

Meier had met together for a detailed discussion about the status of the terminal project at 

Brunsbüttel which also offers potential for the port of Hamburg. 

“LNG is playing an increasingly important role as a low-emission fuel in the cruise industry, 

as well as for container ships. That’s also becoming increasingly tangible at the port of 

Hamburg,” says Jens Meier. “The ports of Hamburg and Brunsbüttel are linked by a long-

standing and close partnership. As the supply of LNG at the port of Brunsbüttel should be 

possible without any complications, we are following the development of a modern terminal 

on the outskirts of Hamburg with great interest.” Hamburg has been very open to the use of 

LNG technology for several years now. For example, the cruise ship AIDAprima was regularly 

supplied with LNG to generate on-board power during its layover at the Steinwerder Cruise 

Centre. “LNG is a building block for even greater sustainability at the port. We are delighted 

that the project will soon be entering the decisive phase,” says Meier. 

Wealth of experience – German LNG and the shareholding companies  

German LNG Terminal GmbH is a joint venture between Dutch companies Gasunie LNG 

Holding B.V., Vopak LNG Holding B.V. and Oiltanking GmbH, a subsidiary of Marquard & 

Bahls AG, Hamburg, Germany. The aim of the joint venture is to build and operate a 

multifunctional import and distribution terminal for liquefied natural gas (LNG) in 

Brunsbüttel.  

 

The terminal will also provide a wide range of services including the loading and unloading of 

LNG carriers, the temporary storage of LNG, regasification, feeding natural gas into the 

German natural gas network, and distribution of LNG via tank trucks and LNG tank cars. 

All three shareholding companies have a wealth of experience in the sector. Gasunie and 

Vopak have been jointly operating a similar terminal in Rotterdam for years. In 2019, the 



terminal reported a record number of over 170 ship operations, compared with around 100 

ships in 2018. In the process, approx. 14 million cubic metres of LNG were unloaded at the 

terminal. These ships arrived from many different countries such as Algeria, Angola, 

Equatorial Guinea, Nigeria, Norway, Peru, Qatar, Russia, Tobago, Trinidad and the United 

States.  

German LNG Terminal chose the location at Brunsbüttel because of its proximity to the port 

of Hamburg and the many manufacturing companies based in the region. Along with this 

attractive business environment, the Kiel Canal also runs close to the planned terminal, 

which provides easy access to the Scandinavian and Baltic countries. 
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